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December  Issue: Important Dates

December 14 - Band, Choir, Orchestra concert
9:30 a.m., 7 p.m.

December 22 - January 2 - Schools Closed for
winter break

Jaunary 12 - half day (dismissal at 11:40 a.m.)

January 17 - Holiday, no school

January 28 - No school, Professional
Responsibilities day

February 11 - Report cards distributed

February 18 - Parent-teacher conferences

February 21 - Holiday, no school



Reading

In reading, we read a fantastic novel called Walk Two Moons. It is a
book about love, loss, family, friends, and learning to walk in another
person’s shoes. Many great conversations were had as we experienced
life through Salamanca’s eyes, and more than a few tears were shed at
the novel’s conclusion. After concluding Walk Two Moons, we jumped
into some informational text, reading science books on both Animal
Cells and Plant Cells. The second marking period will see us reading
books on Mt. St. Helens, the Earth’s Oceans, our Sun, and a can’t-put-it-
down mystery titled The Westing Game. Stay tuned! 

ELA

We've had a great time this first marking period doing all three types
of writing - opinion, narrative, and informative, as well as reading
some excellent books. Upcoming in Marking period two, we are
reading The Watsons Go To Birmingham 1963. This will lead us into a
research project on the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 60s. We
will include tie-ins of Claymont School's connection to Brown Vs. The
Board of Education! 
This will be followed by a nonfiction read-aloud of The Wright Brothers.
Then we will move into two texts about the Underground Railroad with
a compare-contrast writing assignment.

Writing is a skill like many others, that is honed through practice.
Encourage your child to write lists, keep a diary or journal, or write a
story to tell to to younger siblings. Thanks for your encouragement



Social Studies

History lives! During social
studies the first marking
period, students reviewed the
qualities of good citizenship
and Claymont Cougar
expectations, as well as
primary and secondary
sources. They read about and
answered questions related to
Hispanic Heritage Month,
Indigenous Peoples month,
and currently Holidays Around
the World, slideshow
presentations put together by
various Claymont Elementary
teachers. Students are
currently reading a Newberry
Award winning novel by
Christopher Paul Curtis in ELA
entitled, The Watson’s go to
Birmingham-1963, which is
directly connected to
upcoming social studies
content, a study of the Civil
Rights Movement, influential
individuals during this time
period, and the impact on
society.
 

Science

During the course of the
first marking period,
students examined the
concept of matter. They
learned that matter is
anything that has a volume
(takes up space) and has a
mass (weight). Students
experimented, observed
and examined numerous
concepts. They developed
models, constructed
hypothesized and deepened
their understanding of the
core fundamentals of
chemistry. Through these
studies, students learned
that matter cannot occupy
the same space at the
same time, matter holds its
mass in a closed system
during a phase change,
examined physical,
chemical properties and
more.



Math

During the first marking period,
students completed module 1 of
the math curriculum. Module one
focused on reviewing concepts
from previous years. In addition,
students extended their
understanding of decimal
fractions to the thousandths
place, and patterns of our base-
ten system. Students completed
lessons that helped them better
understand multiplication
patterns on the place value chart,
decimal fractions and place value
patterns, rounding decimals and
adding, subtracting, multiplying
and dividing decimals. In
November, we began module two
of the math curriculum. Module
two focuses on base ten
operations. Students have been
working on mental strategies for
multi-digit multiplication, using
the standard algorithm for multi-
digit whole number
multiplication, decimal multi-
digit multiplication, rounding
decimals and adding and
subtracting decimals. We will
continue with module two and
wrap-up towards the end of the
month.

Spanish Literacy

In our learning activities for the
first marking period, we worked
on reading comprehension
through listening and reading
stories both Benchmark Taller
and Raz-Kids.
In Unit 1, we read about
Companions of Survival. We
read about things that are safe
for the survival of human and
other living things. In Unit 2, we
read about People Establishing
Relationships. This helps to
reinforce Claymont
Expectations while learning to
read and comprehend Spanish.
Students listened to, read
stories each week, and
completed short activities
related to the story of the week.
They watched videos related to
the story of the week and
engaged in discussions. They
also completed writing and
vocabulary assignments, and
practiced their oral Spanish
through discussions in class
using the target language.
As we are approaching January,
we will continue to use
Benchmark Universe. We are
going to practice more on
writing in Spanish. Grammar
and understanding verb tenses
are going to be practiced.



Resources
Zearn Parent Information

En Espanol 

RTI information:

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/response-
intervention-rti-primer-parents

https://www.today.com/parenting-guides/5th-grade-
math-tips-t177793

https://help.zearn.org/hc/en-us/articles/360044495614-Zearn-Math-Parent-Caregiver-Pack-English-
https://help.zearn.org/hc/en-us/articles/360045025533
https://help.zearn.org/hc/en-us/articles/360045025533


Mask reminders

Masks can break or get wet -
Please make sure you have

provided extra masks for your
students when they need to

change during the day.  


